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Hoar Howard vno cc), 

t ^our letters postmarked the 21st and dated 19 ana 20 (2) to which you referred last 
no u :iu arrived this rooming* as I tiiink you both anticipated and detected f your call disturbed 
me much, uorc on the foithles ness of “ary ana Jerry than on the V/ocht ego-trip in-, 
whether or not you roali-ed it last night, as I believe you did or deduced* I have zfelt 
as a fa tiier twoard those two, and that both would combine on such a reprehensible thinr 
is a blow j^Oio wliicli X shall neither soon nor easily recover* 

I did not oven go out for the mil until noon. Inn tend, beginning when 1 got uo 
and alter doing a few postponed things, 1 began writing the letter to »K that will' be en- 
closed. idl is reading and correcting it, something she began just before lunch. I will 
not reread it. Jhen I went out for the paper, as is my usual practise when i do not plan 
to go into town, 1 mil the letters I have written by placing them in our box. The rural 
c Q r. ier picks ziuim up when he leaves the daySs mail* I wrote Gary ana Jerry right after 
you called, a copy of tiiat letter is also enclosed. You did not say on th. phone wliat you 
_o in your s com letter of the .-Oth, that you want what you told me to be confidential. 
7°’*? l ,f v ° ‘ioue what you wanted me not to, I was unaware of it and it is now too late 

il! * £ °Jf wm " hea y° u reaa that letter. Because I must now return to the post- 
1 tt “ B f ° r Whi;t i3 110W “e^^igless. All you said 

iSt ?’ ** ,vritten 120 “>d didn't wqnt to talk about it on the shone 

tlu-n tnat peehups you d best tell me. There was no mention of confidentiality. 

wh . ± ! 8ul f" eXpl f n3tory * ^wing my feeling for those two, -il, after reading 

£ oto Uight » aakeu ^ if 1 didn't want to wait, She is in accord with whrt I 

Sod^o a£ ‘^ 0U t lUXVil ' mU l0r both ' wanted Ee t0 be sure that I 

i; r lI 110 latem ? tlVe 3X111 1 waut t0 6et this entire sordid ms., as far 
into .he bach of my mind as soon as I con. It was not ny intent to compromise you, if I 

jjj? 5 t 5 110 “ e ^ cUy bow i put it and I my not have. Before going to bed, and I 

finished a novel tuter x did before falling alheep, she and I di.-.cuBued tliis further I 
aakeu her if she really wants either or them here again and she does not. I astedte if she 

iTt^ SJST f ° r Wh f t Sit ^ r 0t thSQ "*• or “W Justification, and she couS not. 
la there anything iaoru zo bo said or asked or answered? 

3 a, P1 f a3ti f 0311 - 20 th f you <luoto Sylvia as saying tiiat she had not heard from u erry for 
263 weeks, when he sent this to her - and tiiat Jerry was down here after that and slid nothin*- 

ZSLTS Si 2 2f *7°’ 111 C0D f i ^ nCe . and ^ andbolief IZt 

only your concluding oaragrpah now. You sav in it th*.t it ot si„ ~f y * lua 1 “u^ 0 ® 

“ofi 1 “5 t ? ““ “»* « ££ 

Pi t ut th ! i course it will, it is inevitable. It might kill any possibility for 

t* *“* **“"• is «11 His r5pr.-l,«.Slc ooroonal bsliavior 

“ 2S ££ !•„ ff f“S fr “V ^ »«* «• o-tttor .wtk pot« t jr 

His’ is * r* 
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'♦Jith retard to you, I told you what I believe last night. It is your conscience you 
must satisfy, not #ine; your beliefs to which you must be true, not mine. Whatever you 
decide, I will have no: .comment unless you solicit it. Reraemeber- and live by- Polonius 1 
advice. You have^i I hope, a long life ahead of you. The important thing is not to be 
right but to do what aKt any given time you sincerely believe to .be right, We sometimes 
look back, with the enhancement of vision that can come from hindsight, and realise that 
we did not do right. The only way an honest man can survive this is to be certain of his 
intentions as of the tine of any decision he makes. Perfection is not a state of nan. We 
all err, all make wrong decision. I ?/ould have preferred to remain silent on all of this 
la. -.t night, as you can see, I am not addressing the substance today. It is your decision, 
and whatever you sincerely believe to be correct at the time you decide, I will respect 
andwithout talidng with her about tills, x am without doubt i<il± also will, ^t our years we 
also look back on more thun enough mistakes# adr own mistakes, not to realise that tiiey n±® 
part of life. Do what you now believe is right and whether or not we agree with it, we 
will respect it and you. 1 illustrate tlri.3 with what Eil can fairly call my error made over 
her expressed doubt, She has long felt and said that I am too. trusting of to 1 many people. 
Despite her personal liking of Jerry, she has repeatedly warned mo that he is a bl&bbermouth, 
whatever Ills conscious or subconscious reason. If thin does not address ^ary, of whom she 
has never held any such opinion, it gives her rgound for leginitate complaint she has not 
to this moment cade, She knows I did liat I felt wa. necessary for the common good, 
turns out to be wrong. But she understands my intent. I adci merely this thought 1 could 
it be more inconsistent with what x aluSi is a veritable drumbeat of propaganda to which 
you have bet. subjected? 

Your earlier 20 1 Please thank your mother for the check. If I havo not told you, and 
I think and hope i have, your parents are unique in recognizing that slight as it nay be 
to most people, the cost of an extra mouth can be a considerable burden to 113 in. our circum- 
stances. In on week, and with no i cone, we served an extra 50 meals. It i 3 thoughtful of 
them. We do not expect it. But that they do think of it means much to us. Please tliank thhem. 

Lil is glad you got the plant home ok. If ..he did not well you, it is a scorley violet. 
If you have any questions about husbandry, ask her. She knows; I do not. It is not col^ on. 

i our 19*1 don't want to take more ti -o now for the bulging bit. I think it v;as a 
Cuban operation, ^epublican-conuected, not Aitciiell's or dole's, „hich is what I told Jerry. 
It will now go onto the back burner. I iiavo spent much backgrouuding time on tkls, I liave 
seen the DYTii.es of 6/21 only. I have soon no other reporting tiian the Post's and tliat in 
its early edition only. I don't tliink the men wanted to get caught. You have to know these 
special kinds of nuts, th anti-Castro Cubans, ^member the phrase in 0 in DO: They couldn't 
even tales Durdine's. They can't <ffo anything right if there is an alternative. I don't 
even consider your ver/paranoia theory, ^nd I am willing to believe that tiiey wore 
caught only because of tile consummate stupidity, the unnecessary and anti-paranoid operation 
of tiio totally unnecessary and counter-productive, the removal of tliuir bugs. Remember# 
the floras are about to novo to u iami. I do not tliink this wa 3 a CIa operation, either. 

I appreciate your call of last night and your letter. I add one more things unlo 303 
Red got the docs independently of me from the Arcliives, wliich we know he did not, he is 
legless. If I have to be my own lawyer, I will go after him any anyone else on this# Rone 
of them knew of it independently. I do liave a contract with Red. Tliis was of such a nature 
that, unlike ny other discoveries, the Arcliivos seems not to have dared to call it to the 
attention of others. I liave, by the way, sent a copy of my ^ary/Jerry letter to xiocn abiding 
that he road and return it xfithout copying and to no o.hor critic. I said there was too 
much before the fan as it is. 

Don't worry about us. Our regard for you^will not change with disagreement, if what 
you decide is not what we would prefer. Do what you tidnk is right. Only bo as sure as 
on- can be. x 



Our best, 



